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The Educational and Occupational Aspirations
of Louisiana Rural High School Seniors:
A Comparative Study
George W. Ohlendorf and Donna M. Rafferty
1
Introduction
During the past two decades, several studies have been conducted on the
educational and occupational aspirations of rural youth. This research was
stimulated by the contention that rural youth had lower aspirations than
urban youth and, consequently, could not compete effectively for jobs in
the urban labor market (Lipset, 1955; Sewell and Orenstein, 1965).
Studies of aspirations conducted in various places have produced find-
ings indicating that rural youth generally had lower aspirations than urban
youth. These findings suggested that research was needed on the consis-
tency of aspirations among rural youth throughout the United States and on
the stability of aspirations of youth over time. It is not clear whether
aspirations of youth are affected by the socialization processes they experi-
ence.
The general objective of this study was to compare the educational and
occupational aspirations of two cohorts (age groups) of Louisiana rural
high school seniors—the classes of 1968 and 1972—and to compare the
1972 Louisiana cohort with a regional and national counterpart. The first
specific aim was to ascertain whether the aspirations of seniors from
Louisiana rural high schools in 1968 differed significantly from the aspira-
tions of seniors in the same or similar schools in 1972. The second specific
goal of the study included two parts: first, to compare the aspirations of the
1972 Louisiana rural students with a sample of students from the southern
states; and second, to compare Louisiana students with a national sample in
terms of their educational and occupational aspirations.
The research conducted was unique in that it involved comparisons
between state, regional, and national sample populations during the same
year. It also provided the opportunity to determine whether the aspirations
of rural youth from the same area remained stable over time. The data
collected were from both black and white respondents and from respon-
dents of both sexes.
'Assistant Professor and former Graduate Research Assistant, respectively. Department
of Rural Sociology, LSU, Baton Rouge, La. 70803.
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Frame of Reference
This study, as noted, deals with the concept of aspiration. Specifically, it
is concerned with level of educational aspiration and level of occupational
aspiration. It was conceptualized that aspirations are acquired through the
socialization process and that this process would change in response to
location and time. The latter was seen as providing a perspective for the
study of stability or change in aspirations.
Aspiration
Aspiration was viewed as a special type of attitude, one which involved a
favorable orientation toward a goal. In light of this definition, aspirations
were operationalized as the desired future ends or goals which students
sought.
In elaborating the concept of aspiration, it is appropriate to point out that
the choice of an occupation in American society is not an easy task because
there are over 20,000 different occupations (McNeil, 1969:223). Most of
the occupations require specific types of education for entry, and individual
decisions about education and careers tend to be made during the high
school years. Hence, the student decides on the type ofjob he or she wants
and pursues the formal education necessary to get the job. These decisions
are indicators of both educational aspiration and occupational aspiration.
Level of occupational aspiration is an extension of the general concept of
aspiration. It involves perception of self relative to a particular level in the
prestige hierarchy represented by the occupation. This particular orienta-
tion toward an occupation serves to channel action toward attainment of an
occupational goal. A favorable attitude toward achieving the education
necessary for an occupational goal is an indicator of level of educational
aspiration.
Time
Historical events may influence the attitudes, beliefs, and goals of
people in a society at any given time. The impact of time thus needs to be
considered in studies of aspirations. Since values of the larger society
influence the development of aspirations among adolescents, any study of
the aspirations of youth must consider the values popular at the time. In this
study, it was important that the social activism of the 1960's and 1970's be
taken into consideration in assessing the aspirations expressed by high
school students.
Location
The extent to which value orientations vary from one region to another is
also of importance in studying aspirations of youth. In this study, it was of
particular interest to determine whether the aspirations of rural youth in
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Louisiana differed from rural youth elsewhere. This question was consid-
ered especially pertinent because of the notion that rural youth would be
less likely to be affected by social movements such as occurred in the
1960's.
Hypotheses
The hypotheses that follow were designed in accordance with the objec-
tives of the study.
Hypothesis 1: In selected Louisiana rural high schools, the educational
aspirations of the senior students of 1972 will be significantly different
from those of the senior students of 1968 for each sex and race combina-
tion.
Hypothesis 2: In selected Louisiana rural high schools, the occupational
aspirations of the senior students of 1972 will be significantly different
from those of the senior students of 1968 for each sex and race combina-
tion.
Hypothesis 3: The educational aspirations of the senior students of 1972
in selected Louisiana high schools will not differ significantly from those of
senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in the southern
region.
Hypothesis 4: The occupational aspirations of the senior students of
1972 in selected Louisiana rural high schools will not differ significantly
from those of senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in the
southern region.
Hypothesis 5: The educational aspirations of the senior students of 1972
in selected Louisiana rural high schools will not differ significantly from
those of senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in other parts
of the United States.
Hypothesis 6: The occupational aspirations of the senior students of
1972 in selected Louisiana rural high schools will not differ significantly
from those of the senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in
other parts of the United States.
Research Procedures
Source and Collection of Data
Data used in this study were obtained from two separate research
projects—the Southern Youth Study (SYS) and the National Longitudinal
Study of the High School Class of 1972.
Southern Youth Study. The first project, known as the SYS—project
S-l 14 and its predecessors, S-61 and S-8 1—is a longitudinal study of rural
youth supported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Louisiana
Agricultural Experiment Station. The research for the project was done in
cooperation with the agricultural experiment stations of five other southern
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states. Information on the first cohort was collected in 1968 and on the
second in 1972.
A proportionate, stratified, random cluster sampling technique was
employed to obtain a representative sample of rural high school youth in
Louisiana. The following procedure was used to select the sample: (1) The
state was divided into geographical quadrants to represent four areas which
differ in social and economic characteristics. (2) Schools were designated
as the sampling units. Four to six schools were selected randomly from the
nonmetropolitan parishes of each quadrant. To obtain a representative
sample of both black and white students in proportion to the enrollment of
nonmetropolitan students within the state, a total of 20 schools was
selected, 13 white and 7 black. (3) The questionnaire was administered to
all senior students present in school on the day of the survey.
In 1972, an effort was made to collect data from the same schools as in
1968. This could not be done in all instances because of changes that had
taken place in the schools. In the desegregation process, many Louisiana
high schools were combined, some old ones closed, and some new ones
opened.
Only four of the original 20 schools—three white and one black—were
substantially the same as in 1968. These four schools, the previously
segregated schools that had been desegregated, and two private academies
were selected as the sampling units in 1972. The private academies were
selected because some students who would normally have been attending
the public schools were enrolled in them. Although all seniors present on
the day of the survey completed questionnaires, only students of the race
predominant in the corresponding 1968 school were used in the analysis.
This was done in an attempt to test only those respondents who would have
been seniors in 1972 in the original 20 schools. To the degree possible, this
filtering of the 1972 respondents assures that the 1968 and 1972 samples
were comparable. Several social background characteristics of the two
samples were tested to verify comparability. No significant differences
were found in mother's education, father's education, or major money
earner's occupation.
Data for the SYS in 1968 were collected by means of group interviews in
the schools during early April. These interviews were conducted by staff
members (faculty and graduate assistants) from the Department of Rural
Sociology at Louisiana State University, who had been instructed in
interview procedures prior to the field work. Approximately one hour was
required for each interview. A total of 544 completed questionnaires were
obtained—325 from whites, 218 from blacks, and one from a Native
American. The detailed distribution of respondents by area and school is
provided in the appendix.
A slightly modified version of the 1968 questionnaire was used in 1972.
During May, this questionnaire was administered to the senior classes.
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Completed questionnaires were obtained from 453 seniors in the schools.
A mailed questionnaire was used for one private academy because the
school year had concluded too early for the questionnaire to be adminis-
tered at school. This academy had 19 graduates, 17 of whom returned their
questionnaires. The distribution of respondents by area and school is
provided in the appendix.
National Longitudinal Study. The second project from which data
were utilized is the National Longitudinal Study (NLS) of the High School
Class of 1972. This study is part of a long-term survey effort supported by
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the former U.S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (Levinsohn et al., 1978).
The NLS study was designed to provide statistics on a national cohort of
students going through the process of leaving the school system and
entering adult life.
In the NLS, the sampling design is a stratified two-stage probability
sample with schools as the first-stage sampling units and students as the
second-stage units. The sampling population was determined as all 1972
twelfth grade students enrolled in all public, private, and church-affiliated
high schools in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.
The school sampling frame was stratified into 600 final strata according
to the following criteria: (1) type of institution (public, nonpublic); (2)
geographic region (northeast, north central, south, west); (3) senior en-
rollment (<300, 300-599, 3=600); (4) proximity to institutions of higher
learning; (5) percent minority enrolled; (6) income level of the community;
(7) degree of urbanization.
A representative sample of the schools was drawn. In order to increase
the number of disadvantaged students, schools located in low-income areas
and schools with high proportions of minority group enrollment were
sampled at approximately twice the rate used for the remaining schools.
The NLS sample design called for the selection of 1 ,200 primary sample
schools with 18 students per school participating in the survey. Of these
1,200 schools, 948 participated, 21 had no seniors enrolled, and 231 had
either refused to participate or could not participate.
Because of this high rate of nonresponse in the base-year survey, the
NCES attempted to resurvey the 23 1 nonparticipant schools and to survey
replacements for the 2 1 schools with no seniors . Of the 23 1 primary sample
schools, 205 participated in the resurvey with up to 18 former students
being randomly selected from the 1972 graduating class. Students from
substitute schools were also included in the base-year survey. In all, data
were collected from students representing 1 ,069 participating schools in
the base-year study.
The bulk of the student data was collected in April, May, and June of
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1972 through group completion of questionnaires in each school. Informa-
tion was collected from a total of 22,652 students, but only the 4,738
students in rural or farming communities were used as respondents in this
study.
Operational ization of Variables
Six variables—four independent and two dependent—were used in this
study. The independent variables are sex, race, year, and location; educa-
tional aspiration and occupational aspiration are the dependent variables.
These variables were operationally defined by questionnaire items
answered by the respondents. The specific questions used are provided in
the appendix.
Educational aspiration was determined by the response the student
gave to the education he or she desired: quit high school, complete high
school, complete a business or technical program, graduate from junior
college, graduate from college, or complete additional studies after col-
lege. These were assigned scores from 1 through 6, respectively.
Occupational aspiration was defined in terms of the student's response
to the kind of job he or she would like to have. The questionnaire items
differed slightly between the SYS and the NLS so the data from both
studies were recoded using slightly modified Bureau of the Census occupa-
tional groupings. Categories used were: professional, technical, manager,
farmer/farm manager, clerical, sales, military (officer or enlisted),
craftsman/skilled craftsman, operative, service and labor, and
homemaker/housewife. Numerical values ranging between 1 and 1 1 were
assigned inversely to these categories.
Residence in this study included only rural students. Respondents were
asked to choose an answer which best described the place in which they
lived. The questionnaire items in the SYS and the NLS varied. To account
for this discrepancy, only NLS students who answered that they lived in a
rural or farming community were used as rural seniors. All respondents in
the SYS were used even though six students responded that they had lived
previously in a city of 2,500 or greater. This was done because the next
category of the NLS question included students who lived in cities of up to
50,000 population.
Region was used to define students from the South according to the
Census definition for this region (Levinsohn et al., 1978:G.l).
Analytical Technique
Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was selected as the statistical test to
determine if any significant differences in aspirations existed between the
groups of students with respect to sex, race, year, and location.
2 The
2 See Appendix B for comments on the use of ANOVA in this study.
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Changes in student aspirations over time (Hypotheses 1 and 2) are
analyzed first; this is followed by analysis of differences in student
aspira-
tions between locations (Hypotheses 3-6).
Time— 1968 to 1972
In this section, the hypothesized relationships presented earlier are
tested
for change in aspirations over time for each race and sex
combination.
Educational aspirations. Significant differences in educational aspira-
tions between the 1968 and 1972 classes of Louisiana rural high
school
seniors are evident in the ANOVA summary table and the means presented
in Table 1. The educational aspirations of the 1968 rural high school
Table 1.—Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of Louisiana








Year x Sex 1
Year x Race 1
Sex x Race 1





24 54 12 17**
0 11 0 05
10 80 5 36*
0 44 0 22
2 72 1 35
2 48 1 23




























seniors were higher (4.50) than those of the 1972 rural high school seniors
(4.18). This finding suggests that social activism in the late 1960's and
early 1970's did not result in higher aspirations among these rural students
during this four-year interval.
There was also a difference in aspirations between rural black students
and rural white students. Rural black students had higher educational
aspirations than the rural white students (4.53 and 4.26, respectively).
There was little difference in educational aspirations between male stu-
dents (4.38) and female students (4.34).
Overall, rural black female seniors of the class of 1968 had the highest
educational aspirations. This finding is consistent with earlier studies
(Coleman , 1 976) . Rural black male students had the second highest level of
aspiration, while rural white male and female students had equivalent
educational aspirations. These findings are also supportive of earlier re-
search (see Clay, 1976 and Coleman, 1976).
In 1972, the educational aspirations of rural high school seniors had
dropped markedly compared with those of the class of 1968. This is
contrary to the findings of Clay (1976) that, overall, the aspirations of
students rise over time. Again, black female students had the highest
aspirations, but white males held the second highest level of aspiration.
Black males and white females had lower educational aspirations. The low
white female aspirations are contrary to Clay's findings in an Ontonogan
County, Michigan study.
Occupational aspirations. The occupational aspirations of the senior
class of 1972 were significantly different from those of the senior class of
1968 (Table 2). The rural seniors of 1968 had higher aspirations than did
the rural seniors of 1972 (8.43 and 8.06, respectively). Again, this finding
is inconsistent with most previous studies in which student aspirations
increased overtime. There was also a difference between the sexes. Female
senior students (8.68) had much higher occupational aspirations than male
students (7.79). Little difference in occupational aspirations was found
between black students (8.36) and white students (8.21).
Rural black female students had the highest occupational aspirations in
1968 . White females had the second highest level of aspiration, while rural
black male students and white male students had the lowest occupational
aspirations. This is consistent with the findings of Kuvlesky and Edington
(1976).
In 1972 the level of occupational aspiration of rural seniors had declined
for each race and sex combination. White females had the highest aspira-
tions. Black males and black females aspired to nearly the same levels of
occupation. The decline in aspirations of black females was the greatest of
this group. Again white males had the lowest occupational aspirations.
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Table 2.—Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of Louisiana
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Location—Southern Region vs. Louisiana
Comparisons between the southern region rural sample from the NLS
and the Louisiana rural sample of the SYS are made in this section.
Educational aspirations. An inspection of Table 3 reveals a significant
difference in educational aspirations between southern and Louisiana
senior students in 1972. The southern region rural seniors had higher
aspirations (4.43) than the Louisiana rural seniors (4. 18), and male seniors
had higher aspirations (4.48) than female seniors (4.21).
There was virtually no effect of race on the educational aspirations of
black students (4.37) and white students (4.33). Rural white males and
rural black males of the southern region had equivalent aspirations. Rural
black females of the southern region had much higher aspirations than rural
white females of the region.
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Table 3.—Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of southern rural
high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1972, by race and sex
ANOVA Summary lauie
Degrees or bum oi
Source f reedom o<-{ Llct L t- o F ratio
TOTAL 1,173 2,365.44
Location 1 14.05 7.07**
Sex 1 3.60 1.81
Race 1 2.45 1.23
Locat ion x Sex 1.21 0. 56
Location x Race 1 0.04 0.02
Sex x Race 1 3.80 1.91
Location x oex x Kace i 0.06 0.03
ERROR 1,166 2,316.82
Race x Sex LiOcat ion
Southern Louisiana




uiaCK riaxe 4.62 4.20
N=32 N=64




The black female seniors in Louisiana rural high schools had the highest
aspirations. As was true for the regional sample, rural white males and rural
black males were similar in their levels of educational aspirations, and rural
white females of the Louisiana sample had the lowest educational aspira-
tions. These low white female aspirations might be attributed to the
traditional belief that young rural women just graduated from high school
are supposed to get married and start a family or get a job working in the
clerical or sales area.
Occupational aspirations. No evidence was found of significant effects
of location or race on the occupational aspirations of the seniors in the
southern region or the seniors in Louisiana, but a slight difference between
the sexes was noted (Table 4). The Louisiana rural seniors had slightly
higher aspirations than the southern region rural seniors (8.06 and 7.87,
respectively). The occupational aspirations of male students (7.75) were
lower than those of female students (8.10). Overall, there was no differ-
ence detected between black students and white students, both groups
having equivalent occupational aspirations (7.95 and 7.94, respectively).
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Table 4.—Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of southern
rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1972, by race and
sex
ANOVA Summary Table
Degrees or Sum of
Source f reedom squares F ratio
TOT A T i l fin
Location 2. 13 0.21
Sex 39.84 4.00*
Race 0.28 0.03
Location x Sex 0.02 0.00
Location x Race 1.86 0.19
Sex x Race 0.21 0.02
Location x Sex x Race 1 20.66 2.07
ERROR 1,153 11,497.26























Rural black female seniors from the southern region had the highest level
of aspiration for their group. White males had the second highest level of
aspiration, and rural white females had much higher occupational aspira-
tions than black males of the southern region.
In contrast to the regional data, rural white females in Louisiana had the
highest occupational aspirations. Black male and black female students had
comparable levels of occupational aspiration, and rural white males had the
lowest aspirations.
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Location: United States vs. Louisiana
Educational Aspirations. Table 5 discloses a statistically significant
difference in educational aspirations between the 1972 rural high
school
seniors in the United States and those in Louisiana. The national
senior
students had higher educational aspirations (4.41) than did the
Louisiana
seniors (4 . 18) , and the aspirations of male students (4 .48) were
higher than
those of female students (4.26). There was virtually no difference
between
the black and the white students in level of educational aspiration (4.38
and
4.37, respectively).
Rural black male students of the national sample had the highest
educa-
tional aspirations. Rural white males and rural black females had
compara-
ble educational aspirations, while rural white females had the
lowest
educational aspirations. These findings are supportive of the
literature
Table 5. —Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations
of United States
































































dealing with educational aspirations—see Kuvlesky and Boykin (1977)
and Clay (1976).
In contrast to the national sample, the rural black females of the Louisi-
ana sample had the highest aspirations. Rural white males had roughly the
same level of educational aspiration, and rural black males were only
slightly lower. Again, the rural white females had the lowest educational
aspirations.
Occupational aspirations. An examination of Table 6 reveals a slight
difference in the occupational aspirations of the 1972 rural high school
seniors in the United States and Louisiana. Aspirations of the national rural
seniors (7.67) were slightly lower than those of Louisiana rural seniors
(8.06). There were differences in aspirations between male and female
students (7.48 and 7.97, respectively). Black students (8.00) and white
students (7.72) had comparable levels of aspiration.
Table 6.—Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of United
States rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1 972, by race
and sex
ANOVA Summary Table
Degrees of Sum of
Source freedom squares F ratio
TOTAL 2,450 27,802.97
Location 1 3.46 0.31
Sex 1 50.77 4.50*
Race *1 3.38 0.30
Location x Sex 1 0.12 0.01
Location x Race 1 14.62 1.30
Sex x Race 1 1.54 0.14
Location x Sex x Race 1 9.26 0.82
ERROR 2,443 27,570.64
Race x Sex Location
United States Louisiana
Means
White Male 7.42 7.65
N=920 N=142
White Female 7.86 8.51
N=1014 N=160
Black Male 7.72 7.83
N=36 N=60





Rural black females in the national sample had the highest aspirations of
their group. Rural white females and rural black males had comparable
levels of occupational aspiration. This finding is consistent with
those of
Coleman (1976).
Of the Louisiana sample, rural white females had the highest occupa-
tional aspirations. This is supportive of Clay's 1976 follow-up study
in
Ontonogan County, Michigan. Black male and black female seniors had
similar levels of aspiration. Again, as in the national sample, rural
white
males had the lowest occupational aspirations.
Summary of Results
In summary, the educational and occupational aspirations of 1972 Loui-
siana rural high school seniors decreased in comparison to those of the
1 968
seniors. This finding suggests that social events which occurred during
the
years that the 1972 seniors were in high school did not have a positive effect
on their aspirations.
There was a significant difference in educational aspirations between
1972 rural high school seniors from Louisiana and those from the southern
region. The southern students aspired to much higher levels of education
than did the Louisiana seniors. There was no evidence of a significant
effect of location on the occupational aspirations of these students.
Significant differences in educational aspirations were found between
rural high school seniors in the United States and in Louisiana,
but only a
slight effect of location was found on the occupational aspirations of the
students.
Summary and Implications
The purpose of this study was to contribute to further understanding
of
the aspirations of rural high school seniors. Specifically,
emphasis was
placed on the educational and occupational aspirations of Louisiana
rural
seniors during 1968 and 1972 and on rural seniors in 1972 from throughout
the United States and the South. The variables time and location as
well as
sex and race were tested to ascertain whether these groups of
students
differed in their educational and occupational aspirations. Two effects-
time and location—were significant on levels of aspiration. The
educa-
tional and occupational aspirations of the 1972 Louisiana rural
high school
seniors decreased in comparison to those of 1968 seniors.
Educational
aspirations of the 1972 rural seniors from Louisiana were significantly
lower than those of both the southern region and the United States.
In each
instance, the marginals showed that these differences for the Louisiana
rural seniors in 1972 occurred throughout the range of each
respective




The findings suggest that educational aspirations are affected more by time
and geographic location than occupational aspirations are.
The first major finding of this study was that the seniors of 1972 from
Louisiana rural high schools had lower educational aspirations than 1968
Louisiana rural high school seniors, 1972 southern rural high school
seniors, and United States rural high school seniors in 1972. The finding
has significance for educational programs as well as for aspiration theory.
Since Louisiana is part of the Sunbelt, a region with abundant employment
opportunities, Louisiana rural youth may have become more strongly
oriented toward employment opportunities than toward further education.
This is supported by the concurrent decline in occupational aspirations,
indicating a desire for jobs with lower educational requirements. However,
many of the "better" jobs that are being created through industrialization
in this region require more formal education, so attaining the education to
qualify for these jobs will become more important to future high school
seniors.
Rural white females from Louisiana consistently had higher occupa-
tional aspirations than all other students. This may be attributed to the fact
that two traditional female occupations to which many white females in the
state have been attracted, nurse and teacher, are included as professional
occupations, thus giving white females an overall higher occupational
aspiration
.
The findings of this study contribute to better understanding of the
educational and occupational aspirations of rural white and rural black high
school seniors. It was found, for example, that the educational and occupa-
tional aspirations of Louisiana rural high school seniors did not increase
over time as was theorized. The fact that they decreased suggests that social
time needs to be considered when studying the aspirations of comparable
rural youth at different times or periods.
In this study, the differences in aspirations over time may be related to
the social activism of the 1960's and 1970's when many youth were
seeking alternative goals and means of fulfilling these goals. It has been
suggested, in this regard, that the cultural revolution was centered gener-
ally in upper-middle class youth and that the college-educated children of
lower-middle and working-class families face greater prospects for social
mobility (Berger and Berger, 1971). At any rate, effect of social time on
aspirations of youth needs to be studied with more inclusive populations
over longer periods. Whether this decline in aspirations—both educational
and occupational—has continued into the 1980's is of even greater interest
and needs to be addressed in future research.
In concluding, attention should be directed toward the implications of
this study. Some rural youth obviously are not abreast of the developments
in education that will affect their immediate future . Although a great deal of
attention has been devoted to improving the information available to rural
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youth, it is possible that both communication and counseling efforts have
fallen short. Educators should be made aware of this fact.
In particular, the position of counselor has been established in many
schools for the purpose of helping students make realistic decisions.
Counselors need to be well informed about current developments with
respect to education and employment, and they need to make rural young
people aware of these developments. Until this is done, rural youth will
continue to be disadvantaged with respect to urban employment oppor-
tunities. This is a challenge for school officials who serve rural com-
munities.
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Appendix A
Excerpts from Research Instrument
Sex (Circle one number) : 1 Male 2 Female
Where have you lived most of your life? (Circle one
number)
:
1 Large city (50,000 and over)
2 Medium city (10,000 to 50,000)
3 Small city (2,500 to 10,000)
4 Town or village (under 2,500)
5 In the country, but not on a farm
6 On a farm
What is your race? (Circle one number) :
1 White 2 Black 3 Oriental 4 Indian 5 Other
If you were completely free to choose any job, what
would you desire most as a lifetime job? (In answering
this cuestion give an exact job. For example, do not
say work on the railroad" jjUt tell us what railroad job




ANSWER : / /
L /
If you could have as nuch schooling as you desired ,
which of the following would you do? (Circle only one
number)
:
1 Quit school right now.
2 Complete high school.
3 Complete a business, commercial, electronics, or some
other technical program after finishing high school.
4 Graduate frorr a junior college (2 years) .
5 Graduate from a college or university,








Please complete the information above.
* * *
84. How do you describe yourself?
American Indian

















95. Which best describes the location of the place in which you live?
(Circle one.)
In a rural or farming community 1
In a small city or town of fewer than 50,000 people
that is not a suburb of a larger place 2
In a medium-sized city (50,000-100,000 people) 3
In a suburb of a medium-sized city 4
In a large city (100,000-500,000 people) 5
In a suburb of a large city 6
In a very large city (over 500,000 people) 7
In a suburb of a very large city 8
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, In the column under YOU, circle the one number that goes with the best description of the kind of work
you would like to do. Under FATHER, circle the one number that best describes the work done by your
father (or male guardian). Under MOTHER, circle the one number that best describes the work done by
your mother (or female guardian). The exact job may not be listed but circle the one that comes closest.
If either of your parents is out of work, disabled, retired, or deceased, mark the kind of work that he or
she used to do.
(Circle one number in each column.)
You Father Mother
clerical such as bank teller, bookkeeper, secretary, typist, mail
carrier, ticket agent 01 01 01
craftsman such as baker, automobile mechanic, machinist,
painter, plumber, telephone installer, carpenter 02 02 02
FARMER, FARM MANAGER 03 03 03
HOMEMAKER OR HOUSEWIFE 04 , . ,04 04
laborer such as construction worker, car washer, sanitary
worker, farm laborer 05 05 05
manager, administrator such as sales manager, office manager,
school administrator, buyer, restaurant manager, government
official 06 06 06
military such as career officer, enlisted man or woman in the
armed forces 07 07 07
operative such as meat cutter; assembler; machine operator;
welder; taxicab, bus, or truck driver; gas station attendant 08 08 08
professional such as accountant, artist, clergyman, dentist,
physician, registered nurse, engineer, lawyer, librarian, teacher,
writer, scientist, social worker, actor, actress 09 09 09
proprietor or owner such as owner of a small business,
contractor, restaurant owner 10 10 10
protective service such as detective, policeman or guard,
sheriff, fireman 11 11 11
sales such as salesman, sales clerk, advertising or insurance agent,
real estate broker 12 12 12
service such as barber, beautician, practical nurse, private
household worker, janitor, waiter 13 13 13
technical such as draftsman, medical or dental technician.
computer programmer 14 14 14
* * *
29. To answer this question, circle one number for the highest level of education you would like to attain, and
also circle one for the highest level you plan to attain.
(Circle one number in each column.)
Would like Plan to
to attain attain
Less than high school graduation 1 1
Graduate from high school but not go beyond that 2 2
Graduate from high school and then go to a vocational, technical,
business, or trade school 3 3
Go to a junior college 4 4
Go to a four-year college or university 5 5





It should be noted that use of ANOVA requires the assumption of
interval level measurement of the dependent variable and that the depend-
ent variables in this study—educational aspiration and occupational
aspiration—do not fully meet this assumption. For education, the scores
represent essentially 2-year increments except for the two middle cate-
gories. Since graduating from a junior college nearly always requires 2 full
years and completing a business or technical program often takes less than
this, the former was given the higher value.
The measure of occupational aspiration is a slight modification of
occupational groupings used by the Bureau of the Census. These groups are
ranked on the two dimensions of income and education with relatively high
correspondence (Miller, 1977:244). Differences from the Census group-
ings in the measure used here include (1) addition of a classification for
military between the white-collar and blue-collar segments, (2) addition of
a category for homemaker and housewife as the final group , and (3 ) use of a
separate classification for technical occupations (between professional and
managers). Although the homemaker-housewife category usually is not
considered to be an occupation, it is the only occupational status some
women ever have; it was placed at the bottom because it has no income or
earnings specifically associated with it and is usually not evaluated as an
exciting and desirable life goal (Lopata, 1971:29-31, 138-148).
Statistical tests requiring assumption of interval-level measurement are
used fairly routinely with ordinal-level measures that approximate
interval-level ones because the tests are robust enough to be used with little
fear of gross errors so long as the ordinal measure is monotonic (Bohrnstedt
and Carter, 197 1 : 13 1) . The advantages of using the more powerful tests are
well-known, and this increase in power makes the risk of errors in inference
with them small in comparison with the more limited results of tests
appropriate for ordinal-level measures.
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The Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station follows a nondiscriminatory poli
programs and employment
.
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